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Message from the Manse 
 

 Easter must seem a long time ago now. But if you were at Springdale 

for the All-Age Communion on Easter morning, you will probably remember 

that we were thinking about messages, and in particular the message of 

the risen Jesus taken by Mary to his followers. I asked everyone there 

what they thought our message should be, to the people among whom we 

live, and to write it down on a rather small piece of paper. Afterwards I 

looked through all those pieces of paper to see what people thought. The 

results were very interesting. 
 

 Of the 64 replies, nearly half the total were about love, in one way 

or another. Perhaps that doesn’t surprise you very much: love is at the 

heart of the Christian faith, and at the heart of the life and message of 

Jesus himself. 
 

 The next most numerous set of replies were about the good news 

that Christ is risen! Seeing that I was asking the question on Easter Day, 

that was not surprising either. I wonder if I would have had the same answer 

on a different day. The resurrection has to be at the heart of the Christian 

faith, for as St Paul wrote, our faith would be empty without it. Other 

responses were about faith, and hope, and peace. One person put “Open 

your eyes!” Was someone nodding off? Or did they mean something 

different? 
 

 I thought about what no one had written. There were no comments 

about caring for God’s Creation or for the environment (people did only 

have one “message” each, so they had to choose.) Neither did anyone 

write about justice, although the bible shows that as a major concern of 

Jesus. 
 

 The challenge now is to take those messages out into our 

communities. At Pentecost we celebrated the coming of God’s Holy 

Spirit who helps us to do that. At the risk of repeating myself, I’ll finish 

again with: “We have a gospel to proclaim!” (H&P 465). 
 

 With Christian greetings, 
 

 Robert 

(Rev. Robert Ely) 
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Springdale Vestry News 
 

 As this is my first report I would like to take this opportunity of saying a 

big “Thank you” to David Weighton who has served as a steward for 5 

years. We welcome Helen Cooper to the team and look forward to sharing 

her many talents. 
 

 Thanks must be given to everyone who has given their time and 

expertise to the raising of money for the Development Fund. The valuation 

day, Mediterranean evening, monthly coffee mornings, cake stalls, concerts, 

Sunday morning coffee are a few of the social events and occasions 

where we have shown commitment to the love of the Lord and to the 

development of Springdale church. 
 

 The Lent groups ran for 5 weeks with “Faith, Hope and Love” as its 

theme. Once again there was a good ecumenical mix in each house 

group. Thanks Bernard for helping to organise everything. Lent churches 

took place in each of the four churches of Penn, once again highlighting 

our ecumenical links. Money was raised for Water Aid. 
 

 Our journey to Easter was through the Lent Cross, where we 

brought symbols to show the sufferings of Jesus, and on Easter Day we 

covered the cross with flowers to show that “He is Risen”. A group from 

church visited Iona for an Easter pilgrimage. The photos and comments 

have shown that they had a wonderful and meaningful time. 
 

 Our Junior Church presented “Noah” for their Anniversary - once 

again it was a delight to listen to and see their wonderful talents - well 

done to them and the teachers for all of their hard work. 
 

 The new circuit plan has arrived with the chance to hear many new 

preachers in our church. We feel blessed that Robert is able to be with us 

at many services, as we do feel inspired by his leadership. New initiatives 

such as Messy Church or Café Style Church are to take place and I hope 

we will all embrace these new ideas. 
 

 As summer finally comes we are having an outdoor service (as long 

as the weather is kind), hoping to encourage many of our neighbours to 

come and join us on Sunday 21 June at 10.30am. 
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 Let us give thanks for our church family who always give support 

when it is needed and give love always. 
 

Barbara Mead (Senior Steward)  

 

Gospel Ash Vestry News 
 

 Once again I am in the situation of reporting "hearsay" because of 

absence through illness. So let us begin there and let me say thank to all 

for your letters, cards, phone calls, visits and general interest. It has made 

me feel like a king but very humble and yet full of admiration for the depth 

of fellowship amongst us. I have spoken to many of the help and encouragement 

from the thoughts and prayer of others in times like this. It is very real and 

important - I don't know how it works only that it does. If you are a Prayer 

Partner then please feel encouraged and carry on. 
 

 I have missed quite a lot of the spring church activity. Our Lent 

course went very well under the leadership of Robert, Dennis and Alec. 

Each week produced good debate and usually ended amicably. These 

meetings gave us a good lead into Holy Week and Easter. We were 

happy to share with Bobbington Holy Cross service on Good Friday. 
 

 I understand that the Concert for Overseas Mission given by the 

Short Heath Singers was the best ever. Margaret Myatt has gathered 

great talent around her and gave them top class leadership on the night. 

Thank you. You missed it? Sadly quite a number did - why not book the 

night in April for next year? Ii is easy - just write in the last Saturday in 

April 2010! 
 

 I also missed the Annual Skittles outing with Codsall Men in May. 

Again it was described as the "Best Ever!" The weather was not good but 

not bad enough to beat Codsall Men who organized the game in the 

Church itself. The evening was enjoyed by all. Communion was led by Ian 

and refreshments provided and served by the men. What more could you 

ask for success? Come again next year. By the way (this is hearsay) it is 

said by some that Gospel Ash won on the night? Can that be true? Perhaps 

we had better admit that we did have a little help from Wombourne! 
 

 An accident in Tom Lane on Sunday 29 March led to another outside 
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our church gates due to a muddle with diverted traffic. Alec and Pauline 

were involved but were not hurt - we are thankful for this. 
 

 Ash is still more or less housebound and certainly missed from the 

fellowship. 
 

 The various meetings have had a good run through the year. On 18 

July we plan to hold our second exhibition of Art and Craft from 10am until  

4pm. This is followed on the Sunday by a Service for those who use the 

church for various activities - open to all - do come and join us. 
 

 The coffee morning continues each month with the singalong of 

hymns we love. 
 

Bill Stubbs 

 

Wombourne Vestry News 
 

 Wombourne Vestry has seen some recent changes, in the retirement 

of our senior steward Bob Hughes, and our thanks go to him and his wife 

Joyce for all the hard work he has put in during his term of office, and pray 

God’s continuing love to them both. We now welcome two new stewards - 

Mrs Jayne Meddings and Mr Charles Clowes - and we wish then well in 

the vestry and pray God will be with them in all that they do. 
 

 We celebrated the beginning of 2009 with our Covenant Service 

which was ably taken by Robert and well attended. 
 

 We continue to join with our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ 

from the village United Reform Church on the first and third Sundays and 

these are enjoyed by all who attend. 
 

 We enjoyed a follow up “Lay Witness Weekend” entitled “Living in 

God’s Love” at the beginning of March, when we were again visited by 

“The Prophetts” Maureen and Norman and their team leaders. This was 

well attended and I am sure all that attended received blessings in some 

way. The week ended on Sunday morning when the whole team took the 

service and we were asked to write our names on a heart shape and stick 

them on a cross at the front of the Church to show our love for one another. 

Altogether with God’s love we had a wonderful weekend. 
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 We thank God for people like Carole Walker who runs ‘Prayers and 

Bears’ who meet the second Tuesday of the month. The mothers and 

children who attend enjoy this so much that they have asked Carole to 

organize a ‘Drop In’ morning. They have had two meetings so far the next 

being Tuesday 23 June. So if anyone with small children would like to join 

them, they will receive a very warm welcome. 
 

 Our ‘Wives Group’ continues to flourish and has a very varied programme 

ably organized by the Secretary Ann Illidge. If you have an hour or two to 

spare and would like to join us, we shall be more than pleased to see you 

on Thursdays at 8pm. 
 

 Congratulations to our musical group ‘The Oilys’ - in March they 

held a concert in aid of the Church’s charity ’Friends of Kenya’s Children’ 

and they were able to hand a cheque for £500 to Pastor Kenneth Kimeu 

who runs the orphanage and boarding school which saves the children 

from a life on the streets.  Everyone enjoyed the concerts not least the 

Oilys. 
 

 The Church was asked by Sandra Noon from Derby, the UK organiser 

for the ‘Friends’ to contribute items for a three day sale she was holding in 

Derby. She came down in her camper van to collect what was given and 

returned to Derby with not an inch to spare. She telephoned after the sale 

to say that the had made almost £4,000, not counting items to go to auction. 

We thank God for such generosity, and our grateful thanks to all who 

contributed items for the sale. God bless you all. 
 

 Our Ladies Choir held a supper concert in March which was well 

supported and enjoyed by all. We also enjoyed an ‘Evening with Jean 

Martyn’, the well known organist, and together with the money made at 

the supper concert a considerable sum was donated to Church funds and 

‘Inner Wheel’. 
 

 The Lenten Meetings heralded the coming of the Easter Season 

and were well attended and enjoyed by all, and culminated with a dawn 

service on Kites Hill Wombourne. Quite a number joined Robert for communion 

and although the weather was cold this didn’t dampen our spirits and I’m 

sure we all came away feeling blessed. 
 

 We are now looking forward to the performance of ‘Rock’ at Springdale 

and Codsall by the Circuit Choir. May God bless their performances and 
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the Dudley ‘Songs of Praise’ at Himley Park on 14 June at 4pm. 
 

 We have enjoyed meeting new preachers from other parts of our 

enlarged family and pray God’s blessing on everyone. Our love and best 

wishes to all. 
 

Pat Beddall (Senior Steward) 

 

Springdale Pastoral News 
 

 We are almost in “flaming June” and then mid-summer day - well I 

can’t recall having many summer days yet, but who knows - perhaps we 

have it to come!! We trust that we may all feel refreshed when the sun 

does shine, whether we are able to get away or not. 
 

 We do remember all our church family who are not able to get out, 

and indeed those who are able to get our but still have ongoing health 

problems - you also need our prayers. We particularly remember Alan 

Duffield, Joan Hindley, Joan Croydon, Nora Egerton, June Radford, Em 

Jones, Sybil Owen, Hilda Willcox, and Zherron Ferriday and Dot Cooper, 

all of whom we miss but are remembered. 
 

 On Friday 22 May we celebrated the life of Mary Davies, one of our 

older church members, who died on 12 May. Mary had been a loyal member 

of our church for many years, and also a stalwart member of the 

Women’s Fellowship, having been treasurer and registrar, the latter post 

until she was unable to get to Fellowship. We thank God for her, and remember 

all her family at this time. 
 

 We also remember Pat Mears and her family following the sudden 

death of Pat’s husband, Mick, on 28 March. 
 

 Judith Staley, Hilda Willcox, and John Roberts have all had spells 

in hospital, but are now home and we trust are feeling better. Alison Mellor 

keeps smiling despite the considerable pain she is in, and now awaits 

surgery. It was good to be able to see Alison being recognised as a Worship 

Leader on 1 March. We pray God will bless Alison in this work. 
 

 On Sunday 29 March we welcomed the family and friends of Lilly 

Mae Phebea Rist for her baptism - we pray God’s blessing on Lilly Mae. 
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 Belated congratulations to Jackie and Ken Neilson who celebrated 
their Ruby Wedding Anniversary on 22 February (I didn’t know in time for 
the last issue!) Also, congratulations to Don and Alma Ryan who celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary on 21 March. To any who have had a 
special birthday or occasion to celebrate - may God bless you. 
 

 To any of our young people who have done exams in the last few 
weeks - hope you can relax a bit and enjoy yourselves!! Well done to 
Fiona Jones who completed her Coast to Coast run over the Spring Bank 
Holiday. 
 

 May God bless each and everyone in his care. 
 

Gwyneth M Wade (Pastoral Secretary) 

 

Wombourne Pastoral News 
 

 When I wrote my article for the Spring edition of Triangle we were 

eagerly awaiting the “Lay Witness” weekend, entitled “Living in God’s 

Love”. We thank God for the success of that weekend, and for the love, 

fellowship, and inspiration we received from the visiting lay witness team, 

and for all of our members who were involved in any way. We have now 

held three follow-up sessions, and we ask for God’s guidance in all we do 

at our church in the future. 
 

 For all our members and friends who have celebrated birthdays or 

special occasions since my last report, we send our love and best wishes; 

especially to Gay Bowen on her special “)” birthday, and to Rosey Fenney 

on her 21st birthday. 
 

 On 12 May at “Prayers and Bears” we welcomed little Sophia Nock, 

born in February. Two weeks ago we were pleased to hear that Julian 

and Katya Knight had had a baby boy, Joshua, in Germany. Our good 

wishes we extend to all the family, and especially to grandparents Jean 

and Les, here in Wombourne - may God’s blessings be with them all. 
 

 We remember all who have recently had spells in hospital - for 

Mary McMaster, Audrey Harris, Gary Purchase, Sue Sinnett, Ivy Cartwright 

and Bill Stubbs. Many are also receiving ongoing treatment and we ask 

God to bless them all. We pray that they will feel his presence with them, 

strengthening them, and giving them his peace. 
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 We think of Denis who has not been too well lately, and pray for his 

continued recovery, and thank him for all he does for us alongside Robert. 
 

 Finally, we wish to thank God for all our housebound members, and 

pray that they will feel God’s love surrounding them each day. 
 

 God bless us all, and guide us as we attempt to do his will, and to 

walk in his way. 
 

Carol Walker 

 

Five Riddles 
(answers on page 42 of Triangle) 

 

1 A murderer is condemned to death. He has to choose between 

three rooms. The first is full of raging fires, the second is 

full of assassins with loaded guns, and the third is full of 

lions that haven’t eaten in three years. Which room is safest 

for him? 

 

2 A woman shoots her husband. The she holds him under water for 

over 5 minutes. Finally she hangs him. But 5 minutes later they 

both go out together and enjoy a wonderful dinner together. How 

can this be? 

 

3 What is black when you buy it, red when you use it, and gray when 

you throw it away? 

 

4 Can you name three consecutive days without using the words 

Wednesday, Friday or Sunday? 

 

5 This is an unusual paragraph. I’m curious as to just how quickly you 

can find out what is so unusual about it. It looks so ordinary and 

plain that you would think that nothing was wrong with it. In fact, 

nothing is wrong with it! It is highly unusual though. Study it and 

think about it, but you still may not find anything odd about it. But if 

you work at it a bit, you might find out. Try to do so without any 

coaching! 
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How much is that doggie…? 
 

 A farmer had some puppies he needed to sell. He painted a sign 

advertising the four pups and set about nailing it to a post on the edge of 

his yard. As he was driving the last nail into the post he felt a tug on his 

overalls. He looked down into the eyes of a little boy. 
 

 “Mister,” he said. “I want to buy one of your puppies.” “Well,” said 

the farmer as he rubbed the sweat off the back of his neck, “these puppies 

come from fine parents and cost a good deal of money.” The boy dropped 

his head for a moment. Then reaching deep into his pocket he pulled out 

a handful of change and held it up to the farmer. “I’ve got thirty-nine 

pence. Is that enough to take a look?” “Sure,” said the farmer, and with 

that he let out a whistle. “Here, Dolly!” he called. 
 

 Out from the doghouse and down the ramp ran Dolly followed by 

four little balls of fur. The little boy pressed his face to the chain-link fence. 

His eyes danced with delight. As the dogs made their way to the fence the 

little boy noticed that something else was stirring inside the doghouse. 

Slowly another little ball appeared, this one noticeably smaller. Down the 

ramp it slid. Then, in a somewhat awkward manner, the little pup began 

hobbling toward the others, doing its best to catch up. 
 

 “I want that one,” the little boy said, pointing to the runt. The farmer 

knelt down at the boy’s side and said, “Son, you don’t want that puppy. 

He will never be able to run and play with you like these other dogs 

would.” 
 

 With that the little boy stepped back from the fence, reached down, 

and began rolling up on leg of his trousers. In doing so he revealed a steel 

brace running down both sides of his leg attaching itself to a specially made 

shoe. Looking back up at the farmer he said, “You see, sir, I don’t run too 

well myself, and he will need someone who understands.” 
 

 With tears in his eyes the farmer carefully 

reached down and picked up the little pup. Holding it 

carefully he handed it to the little boy. “How much?” 

asked the little boy. “No charge,” answered the 

farmer, “there’s no charge for love.” 
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Whatever became of the 

MAYC Orchestra and Singers? 
 

 You may remember that after the Connexional Review the Methodist 

Church withdrew funding from MAYC Orchestra and Singers, despite letters 

of protest to the Methodist Recorder and a petition which some of you 

signed. 
 

 The good news is that, mainly due to the efforts of the young people 

themselves, a new charity has been formed, and, in 2007, three years  

funding for re-branding was obtained from the Griff Fund. 
 

 We have a new name - “One Sound” - with the strap-line “Youth 

Music in Christ”, a new logo, and a board of directors has been appointed 

with Rev Phil Summers as chairman. 
 

 I myself have been a member for 8 

years and have found that my faith has 

been strengthened through worshipping 

with so many other committed young people 

from all over the country. Because of this I 

felt this work had to continue so that other 

young people can have the same opportunity, 

and so I have become a director of the 

charity as well. 
 

 As a violinist it has given me, and 

countless others, the chance to play music of all kinds, from “Riverdance” 

to Charles Wesley hymns (and also to sleep on church floors all over the 

country!) 
 

 We now need your support more than ever to keep this work going. 

For some young people this may be their only opportunity to meet other 

young Christians and worship with them. 
 

 If you would like to know how you can support us, or if you know a 

young person of any denomination who might like to join, please contact 

me, Helen Cook. 
 

Helen Cook 
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Enlightened Perspective 
 

 The following are written by Andy Rooney, a man who has the gift of 

saying so much with so few words. Enjoy... 
 

I’ve learned that… 
 

You can always pray for someone when you don’t have the strength to 

help them in some other way. 
 

Everyone wants to live on top of the mountain but all the happiness and 

growth occurs while you are climbing it. 
 

No matter how serious your life requires you to be, everyone needs a 

friend to act goofy with! 
 

When you plan to get even with someone you are only letting that person 

continue to hurt you. 
 

Under everyone’s hard shell is someone who wants to be appreciated 

and loved. 
 

The easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround myself with 

people who are smarter than I am. 
 

Sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to understand. 
 

Just one person saying to me, “You’ve made my day!” makes my day. 
 

Opportunities are never lost - someone will take the ones you miss. 
 

The best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person. 
 

It’s those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular. 
 

We should be glad God doesn’t give us everything we ask for. 
 

When you harbour bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere. 
 

The less time I have to work with, the more things I get done. 
 

Everyone you meet deserves to be greeted with a smile. 
 

A smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks. 
 

You should never say no to a gift from a child. 
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Friends of Kenya’s Children 
 

 A concert that included a tribute to the film Mama Mia! raised £500 

for children in Kenya. Wombourne Methodist Church¹s singing group “The 

Oily Wheelbarrows” staged the show in aid of the charity Friends of Kenya¹s 

Children (FKC). They were able to present a cheque to the clergyman 

who runs an orphanage and boarding school in the troubled country. Pastor 

Kenneth Kimeu visited Wombourne with FKC¹s UK fundraiser Sandra 

Noon from Derby when she collected items given by church members for 

a three-day sale in aid of the charity. Singers Pauline Hotchkiss, Sue 

Moyle and Kathy Monckton were able to hand over the cheque on behalf 

of the six-woman group, The Oilys. 
 

 FKC runs a desert orphanage in Lodwar and the school in Eldoret, 

saving children from a life on the streets. The charity has been adopted 

by Wombourne Methodist Church as an on-going project. 
 

Pauline Hotchkiss 

From left, Pauline Hotchkiss, Sandra Noon, Pastor Kenneth Kimeu, Sue 

Moyle and Kathy Monckton at the cheque presentation. 
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If you need a laugh, try reading through these 

children's science exam answers  

Q: Explain one of the processes by which water can be made safe to 
drink.  
A: Flirtation makes water safe to drink because it removes large pollutants 
like grit, sand, dead sheep and canoeists.  
 
Q: How is dew formed?  
A: The sun shines down on the leaves and makes them perspire.  
 
Q: How can you delay milk turning sour? 
A: Keep it in the cow.  
 
Q: What causes the tides in the oceans?  
A: The tides are a fight between the Earth and the Moon. All water tends 
to flow towards the moon, because there is no water on the moon, and 
nature hates a vacuum. I forget where the sun joins in this fight.  
 
Q: What happens to your body as you age?  
A: When you get old, so do your bowels and you get intercontinental.  
 
Q: What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty?  
A: He says good-bye to his boyhood and looks forward to his adultery.  
 
Q: How are the main parts of the body categorized? ( e.g., abdomen)  
A: The body is consisted into three parts -- the brainium, the borax and 
the abdominal cavity. The brainium contains the brain; the borax contains 
the heart and lungs, and the abdominal cavity contains the five bowels A, 
E, I, O, and U.  
 
Q: What is the fibula?  
A: A small lie.  
 
Q: What does 'varicose' mean? 
A: Nearby.  
 
Q: Give the meaning of the term 'Caesarian Section.'  
A: The Caesarian Section is a district in Rome  
 
Q: What does the word 'benign' mean?'  
A: Benign is what you will be after you be eight.      
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FRESH Expressions Training and Events 
  

Dear Friends 
 

I write with news of a number of significant local opportunities to share in 

Fresh Expressions Training and Events. Outline details are given below 

with more fulsome details on flyers that will be printed locally. If you have 

any queries about any of the events do get in touch. 
 

With every good wish, 
 

Andrew Roberts 

Director of Training 

Fresh Expressions 

andrew.roberts@freshexpressions.org.uk 

 

Messy Church Seminar – Wednesday 17 June, 10am -1pm, Wellington 

Methodist Church Telford. We are delighted to have Lucy Moore, the initiator 

of Messy Church, with us for the morning to facilitate a messy church 

seminar. It is open to anyone interested in or thinking of starting “Messy 

Church”  or who may have started a similar venture and wants to learn 

from Lucy’s experience. Admission of £7:50 includes refreshments and 

buffet lunch (payable in advance). Bookings forms available from Diane 

Woolridge diwoolridge@btinternet.com  
 

The next Fresh Expressions Vision Day will be held in Stourbridge at 

Amblecote Christian Centre on Saturday 20 June. Admission is £5 (on the 

door) including refreshments (please bring your own lunch). Places will 

need to be booked in advance by phoning 01384 294454 or by emailing 

vision@freshexpressions.org.uk 
 

The next Mission Shaped Ministry Course will be held at the Trinity 

Centre Meole Brace, Shrewsbury from 

January 2010. For more information or 

to book a place on MSM Shrewsbury 

please contact Andrew Roberts (see 

above).  
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Easter on Iona 
 

 Having only visited Iona once in my life at the age of 5, I was most 

excited about my return visit and spending Easter this year in such a special 

place. Our Journey began on the train from Wolverhampton to Glasgow 

Central, then continued from Glasgow Queen Street to Oban. We stayed 

overnight in Oban, then the next morning got a ferry from Oban to Mull, 

then coach across Mull and finally another ferry to Iona. The long and varied 

journey soon became worth it as from the ferry to Iona the beautiful Abbey 

suddenly appeared ahead of us - this was the main thing that I could 

remember about Iona from visiting there as a child. 
 

 We were met by some of the volunteers working within the Iona 

community when we got off the ferry; our luggage was taken in the van to 

the Macleod centre where we were to be living and eating in community. 

We walked to the centre where we me other people who had come from 

far and wide, even Australia and America, to share Easter in this special 

place. 
 

 We followed the Easter story through from Maundy Thursday, 

where we had washing of the feet, then the arrest in the Cloisters and 

stripping of the church, where we left the Abbey in darkness. On Good 

Friday we took part in Stations of the Cross, which started at Martyrs Bay 

and made its way to the Abbey, stopping at various places on the way, 

with singing and readings as we went along. Various people were asked 

to carry the cross as we walked around and towards the end Lesley and I 

were asked to carry it, which was one of the many highlights of the trip for 

me. In the evening we dispersed to various places for worship. Helen and 

I went to the Michael Chapel where Rev Dr John Lamberton Bell (minister 

of the Church of Scotland and prolific hymn writer) was leading the worship. 

We had the pleasure of him leading a couple of “Big Sings” for us where 

we learnt several new, inspiring and uplifting songs with great harmonies! 
 

 On Holy Saturday we walked to the Bay at the back of the ocean, 

seeing lots of sheep and turquoise blue sea on the way. The highlight for 

me however was the Easter vigil that began at 11.30pm in darkness with 

several readings and songs before the light was brought in and then dispersed 

throughout the whole Abbey from front to back. It was all very exciting and 

magical as we all wished each other a Happy Easter as if we were sharing  
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the peace with one another, whilst John Bell played the piano (rather 

loudly and triumphantly). We then processed into the cloisters with our 

candles that had been lit from the main light; this was at the direction of 

John Bell, who once again led us in singing as we paraded round and 

round the cloisters for about 10 minutes with a star filled sky above us, 

something I have not seen quite the same anywhere else before. It was 

as though something magical had just happened, and for us it had - our 

Lord and Saviour had risen and conquered death! We hardly slept that 

night as we were all so overcome with excitement. 
 

 Easter Sunday was very moving - we congregated outside St 

Oran’s chapel, and the cross from Good Friday was brought out covered 

in daffodils and we processed with it into the Abbey singing “We walk his 

way”. When we reached the Abbey we could see it was all decorated for 

Easter Sunday, a big difference from how bare it had looked on Good Friday. 

The service was very lively and upbeat with lots of singing and we left 

singing and parading into the cloisters where we shared tea and oatcakes. 
 

 I would encourage anyone, young or old, to visit Iona and experience 

living in community, doing tasks together in the morning, for example, 

peeling vegetables, cleaning toilets or vacuuming. This was done after we 

shared worship together in the Abbey and is a great way to get to know 

people and make new friends. Once your tasks for the day are done, the 

rest of the day is your own and you and spend it doing whatever you wish. 

For me, visiting Iona was very much like Greenbelt in that respect. There 

are events organised that you can attend, or if you just want to read or go 

for a walk to North beach or check out what is on sale in the Iona community 

shop then you can. I would certainly recommend spending Easter on Iona. 

I won’t forget this Easter 2009 in a hurry as I 

have so many wonderful memories - beautiful 

scenery, including views of turquoise 

sea, sheep, hills in the distance, and 

the of course the Abbey. Iona is a very 

relaxing and stress free place to visit 

where you can never tire of singing or 

seeing sheep and enjoying the beauty of 

such a magical, special place. 
 

Lucy Gilbert 
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Man Rules 
 

At last a guy has taken the time to write this all down - finally, the guys’ 

side of the story. We always hear “the rules” from the female side. Now 

here are the rules from the male side. These are our rules! Please note 

these are all numbered “1” on purpose! 
 

1 Men are not mind readers. 
 

1 Learn to work the toilet seat. You’re a big girl. If it’s up, put it down. 

 We need it up, you need it down. You don’t hear us complaining 

 about you leaving it down. 
 

1 Sunday sports - it’s like the full moon or the changing of the tides. 

 Let it be. 
 

1 Crying is blackmail. 
 

1 Ask for what you want. Let us be clear on this one. Subtle hints 

don’t work! Strong hints don’t work! Obvious hints don’t work! Just 

say it! 
 

1 “Yes” or “No” are perfectly acceptable answers to almost every 

question. 
 

1 Come to us with a problem only if you want help solving it. That’s 

what we do. Sympathy is what your girlfriends are for. 
 

1 Anything we said 6 months ago is inadmissible in an argument. In 

fact, all comments become null and void after 7 days. 
 

1 If something we said can be interpreted 

2 ways and one of the ways makes you 

sad or angry, we meant the other one. 
 

1 Christopher Columbus did not need 

directions and neither do we! 

 

1 You can either ask us to do something or tell us how you want it 

 done. Not both. And if you already know best how to do it, just do it 

 yourself. 
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1 Whenever possible please say whatever you have to say during 

 commercials. 
 

1 All men see in only 16 colours, like Windows default settings. 

 Peach, for example, is a fruit, not a colour. Pumpkin is also a fruit. 

 We have no idea what mauve is. 
 

1 If we ask what is wrong and you say “nothing”, we will act like nothing’s 

wrong. We know you are lying, but it’s just not worth the hassle. 
 

1 If you ask a question that you don’t want to hear the answer to, expect 

an answer that you don’t want to hear. 
 

1 When we have to go somewhere, absolutely anything you wear is 

fine...Really. 
 

1 Don’t ask us what we’re thinking unless you are prepared to discuss 

such topics as football, rugby or boxing. 
 

1 You have enough clothes. 
 

1 You have too many shoes. 
 

1 I am in shape - round is a shape! 
 

Thank you for reading this. Yes, I know I have to sleep on the couch tonight… 

but did you know men really don’t mind that? It’s like camping! 
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Girlie Wisdom! 
 

One of life's mysteries is how a 2-pound box of chocolates 

can make a woman gain 5 pounds. 
 

The nice part about living in a small town is that when 

you don't know what you are doing, someone else does. 
 

The older you get, the tougher it is to lose weight because by then, your 

body and your fat are really good friends. 
 

Just when I was getting used to yesterday, along came today. 
 

Sometimes I think I understand everything, and then I regain consciousness. 
 

The best way to forget your troubles is to wear tight 

shoes. 
 

I gave up jogging for my health when my thighs kept 

rubbing together and setting fire to my knickers. 
 

Amazing! You hang something in your closet for a while and it shrinks 2 

sizes! 
 

Skinny people irritate me! Especially when they say things like...'You 

know sometimes I forget to eat!' ...Now I've forgotten my address, my 

mother's maiden name and my keys, but I have never forgotten to eat. 

You have to be a special kind of stupid to forget to eat! 
 

The trouble with some women is that they get all excited about nothing 

and then they marry him. 
 

There was an article 

that said the typical 

symptoms of stress 

are eating too much, 

impulse buying, and 

driving too fast. Are 

they kidding? That's a 

perfect day! 
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Thoughts on Iona 
 
 Iona is difficult to explain; why we keep going back. If I said ‘It calls 
you,’ would that help? Most of us have places that are special for all sorts 
of reasons. For Denis and I Iona is one of them. Perhaps this poem will 
help you to understand. I woke up one morning soon after we’d come 
home with these words running around in my head. It was 3.00am but if I 
hadn’t got up then and written them down they would have been lost. 
 

Iona Sending 
 

Here comes the sun 
Rising over Ben Mohr, 

Chasing the darkness ever west: 
The star-strewn Iona darkness 

Where the moon, 
Rising over the Abbey, 

Silvers a pathway across the Sound, 
Making a way for saints. 

 
Here comes the sun, 

Pushing the light ever higher, 
Pink, orange, red, 
Streaming upwards 

Pushing the daisy-dancing day over Iona, 
Where the wind rattles the corn-craked irises, 
Shivers the small lamb from it’s first dreaming. 

 
Here comes the sun, 
Calling community to 
Worship and work, 
Work and worship, 
Prayer and loving, 
Passion for peace, 
Passion for justice. 

Then, sending us onward with a Liturgy for living. 
 

 Val Campion, Easter 2009 
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Kibogora News 
 

 Thank you to all who have been praying for all at Kibogora. We are 

encouraged and sometimes surprised at your care but be assured that 

God is hearing your prayers. For a couple of months we have had an 

“influx” of doctors from the US. Last month at one of our weekly Bible 

studies we had around 28 Americans, one Swiss and a Brit all together. A 

prayer team of 14 made up for nearly half. They were a group of mostly 

elderly Americans taking a prayer journey and what a great team! They 

could put some of us younger ones to shame with their insights and 

intercessions. Thank you to all of them. 
 

 This week our chaplain and social affairs worker went to visit a family 

who had added triplets to their family recently. They already had 4 sets 

of twins so it would have been no surprise if the babies weren’t doing 

too well. However, to the contrary, they were thriving and although the 

mum is a second wife living in a one roomed home, she was doing 

surprisingly well. No welfare services to help, of course, and she risks 

loosing her home due to a recent government ruling forbidding people to 

live near to he lakeside. It was great to be able to send food supplies and 

clothes to her because of gifts given by some of you. 
 

 In March we had the annual external audit of our accounts. God 

has helped us with a Christian auditor who is also a pastor and he was a 

great help last year. Last year he led us in a praise time, thanking God 

that He is the Provider at Kibogora Hospital. Quite novel for an auditor, I 

should think! He said he couldn’t see any other way that Kibogora was 

able to function...! 
 

 We have started the second ALPHA course and we are encouraged 

by the acceptance of this program by the staff. It is shown in French, of 

course, so we value prayer that hearts will be touched and changed. 
 

 From 7 April every year 100 days of memorial activities are organised. 

This year some effort was put into repairing the genocide memorial site 

that is just outside the mission gates and it was good to see all sections of 

the community working together on it. An all night vigil was held and several 

silent marches culminated in a community meeting at the site.  
 

 On 13 April a special time of giving gifts between those who wanted  
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to thank others for support or just encourage friends was held. One lady 

gave a gift to the man who had killed her husband. He had asked her 

forgiveness and now takes care of her children’s schooling. This, of 

course, was one of those special moments when we see where the true 

answer to reconciliation lies. Please pray for many during these 3 months 

as they remember the horrific deaths of their families and friends and 

recount the details. This brings on, at times, very severe reactions in 

those who are still very traumatised. The hospital sets up a room for such 

cases and trained nurses in trauma counselling are on hand to deal with 

the problems. 
 

 It is at these times that I appreciate so much the peace and solitude, 

after all the workers have gone home, of our mission station. Again, thank 

you for all your care. 
 

Sheila 

 

Kibogora Hospital News 
 

 Recently a woman who was 32-weeks pregnant came in with a 

ruptured uterus. The staff told the surgeon that the baby was dead, so he 

planned to do a C-section and hysterectomy. When he opened up the 

patient, the baby's feet were indeed outside the uterus...but then they 

started kicking at the doctor!! What a shock, as in those cases the baby is 

usually dead. Amazingly enough, the baby is doing really well. It is so nice 

to have these success stories to make up for the really frustrating ones! 

We had two babies die in one night because the staff had forgotten to 

request meconium suction tubes. That meant if any babies were born with 

thick meconium, the doctor couldn't suction it out with the small tubing 

they did have for feeding the babies. Those kinds of mistakes are so 

frustrating. Such needless deaths. Yet, here they say, "Oh, no problem, 

she can have another baby!" So when we have a little guy like our 32-

weeker, it is so encouraging and wonderful to see! 
 

A Surgeon for Two Months 
 

 We are very thankful to have a qualified surgeon here at Kibogora 

for two months! And there's the possibility of two more surgeons in the 

summer. Please keep praying that God will send us a long-term surgeon. 

At the moment Ndasu is doing a great job handling the smaller cases  
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since he worked with Dr George before Dr George left and is now working 
with Dr. Winslow and Dr. Rambo. But since Ndasu has never had formal 
surgical training, we have to transfer the more difficult cases to Butare (2 
½ hours away). 
 

 Another woman was admitted to the hospital after a year of not 

speaking. She was conscious enough to eat when fed, but other than 

that, seemed fairly unresponsive. She came to the Internal Medicine ward 

where Bill, an American nurse practitioner, took care of her. He decided 

she needed some attention, so each day he visited and talked with her a 

little bit. Obviously, the conversations were very basic as Bill’s French is 

limited. After about a week, one day Bill talked to her, and she answered 

back! After that day, she's been her old self, talking and up walking 

around. We have no idea what caused the year of silence, but today she's 

home, interacting with her family and friends. 
 

 Here are pictures of some of Kibogora's newest arrivals with hand-

made sweaters from England and 

handmade hats from the United 

States. Julie and her young helper 

passed out 37 hats and sweaters to 

new mothers. Thank you to everyone 

who had a hand in making them! 
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Lay Witness Weekend - Wombourne 2009 
 

 On Friday 13 March eight people from the Lay Witness Movement 

descended on Wombourne for our second Lay Witness Weekend ‘Living 

in God’s Love’. Ordinary people from all over the country came and 

stayed at people’s homes and met with us for food and sessions of 

praise, testimony and discussion. They each shared with us their story.  

Some we could relate to easily; others revealed heartaches we could only 

imagine. By telling us of their Christian journey they inspired and encouraged 

us. They spoke of God in their very real struggles and difficulties and 

shared their hopes and worries for their lives. 
 

 On Friday night we shared a meal with the team followed by 

testimonies of how God values us. On Saturday morning we were challenged 

to value ourselves and each other; Saturday evening more testimonies of 

how God loves and works with us. 
 

 On Sunday morning in a very powerful service Maureen and Norman 

Prophett spoke of a ticket to paradise, freely given to each and every one 

of us by Jesus. 
 

 We hope and pray that this thought provoking weekend has 

encouraged and challenged the people who attended to try and to live in 

Gods love. 
 

Sandra Clowes 

'A Brand Plucked from the Burning' 
 

A Special Methodist Exhibition at Bantock House, 
Finchfield Road, Wolverhampton 

 
The exhibition is arranged to coincide with the Annual Methodist Conference 
Meeting in Wolverhampton. The theme of the exhibition is ‘Reflections on 

Methodist origins, John Wesley and Wolverhampton Methodism’. 
 

The Exhibition will be held from Tuesday 7 July to Sunday 2 August. 
It will be opened on 7 July at 12 30pm with a talk by 

Rev Donald H Ryan  
‘Methodism’s introduction to Wolverhampton’. 
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“Genesis” 
 

 This is the name we’ve given to the Church Development Group at 

Springdale. We have met three times, and come up with three suggestions to 

the Church Council. 
 

 First of all we suggest starting “Messy Church” once a month in the 

autumn. This is an after school activity for children and their parents, with 

songs, a story, lots of art and craft (that’s the messy bit!), and a simple 

meal. 
 

 Secondly we are thinking of “Café Church”, again once a month, 

but waiting until the New Year (one thing at a time!) This could be at 

9.30am for 40 minutes before the “regular” morning service. This would 

be relaxed and informal, with modern songs and discussion. We hope it 

might suit people looking for something different from traditional worship, 

and those who would like lots of the day left for other things after coming 

to church. 
 

 Thirdly, we would like to offer an Introduction to Christianity for people 

who would like to find out what it’s all about. One possibility is the “Start” 

course, which we ourselves will follow on a series of evenings in July, to 

see what we think of it. 
 

 These are just ideas at the moment: any or all of them may never 

happen. The Church Council will decide. I hope and pray that we might be 

led into taking the right initiatives so that our churches may grow, and 

more people come to know and follow Jesus. That has to be our aim. 
 

Robert Ely 

There were two taters who had three daughters. They told their daughters 

it was time they found husbands. The first daughter said she had found a 

husband - a King Edward. “That is very good,” said her parents, “now you 

will be royalty.” The second daughter said her husband was going to be a 

Jersey Royal. “That is very good - you will be a member of the royal family as 

well. The third daughter said her husband was 

going to be Gary Linneker. “That is no good,” 

said her parents, “he is just a commentator”. 
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Congratulations! 
 

Ele Summers recently celebrated her 21st birthday 
and promptly had another celebration 
as, during lunch in the park, her 
boyfriend Amit proposed to her! 
We wish both Ele and Amit a very 
happy future together! 

Update on Springdale Development Fund 
 

 Many of you are working very hard organising fund raising events 

and supporting the Saturday morning events being held monthly. You are 

doing great things and not only raising money but also allowing everyone 

to contribute and enjoy a chat and a coffee too. 
 

 Many of you will know that the Church Council approved a 

recommendation by the Development Committee to use a professional 

fund raiser to try and boost our fundraising efforts. Enid Lintern, who was 

recommended by another Methodist Church, is working for three months 

initially, and has already helped us secure just over £5,000. Many other 

applications are underway and we are very pleased with the progress 

Enid is making. 
 

 The total in the bank along with promises from the Methodist District 

and Circuit is £62,500. Brilliant - well done all. We will try and put the total 

in the notices intermittently as it goes up. 
 

 If anyone would like to hold their own event or has any other ideas 

please let one of the committee know. 
 

Many thanks, 

 

The Development Committee 

Rev. Robert Ely, Rev. Donald Ryan, Lesley Cook, Richard Gould, 

Nicola Jones & Barbara Morris 
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Coffee Morning/Photo Gallery 
 

 In June I reach another special milestone in my life. To celebrate 

this, and 40 years of taking photographs I shall be presenting a selec-

tion of some of my favourite photos on Saturday 27 June in the Com-

munity Hall at Springdale Church, from 10am to 12 noon. Admission is 

free, and refreshments are available. Any donations given will go to the 

Development Fund. 
 

The theme is “Leisure”. Every picture tells a story, whether a photo-

graph or a picture on canvas, and the more you look, the more you see 

- and discover. 
 

I hope you enjoy them. 
 

Jackie Neilson 

Well Dressings. 
 

 Have you ever visited any Well dressings? They are well worth a 

visit (excuse the pun). There are many villages that participate each year, 

in (or near) Derbyshire. The season starts in May and continues to the 

beginning of September. You could fill your social calendar through these 

months. I haven’t been for some years. However, Tissington has 5 wells 

to visit including the Town Well and the Children’s Well. It is a lovely village, 

complete with manor house, church, village hall and duck-pond. Another 

one I’ve visited is Ashford-in-the-water. With one well, it has a pen at the 

side of the ford, and was used to wash the sheep. Also, Eyam, the Plague 

Village, which is held at the beginning of September and has two wells. 

It’s a very moving place to visit, as so many villagers lost their lives due to 

the plague bought to the village with cloth that was delivered here. The 

villagers  isolated themselves to contain the disease. 
 

 The well dressings began centuries ago. It was banned by the 

church (it was seen as water worship). However the traditions didn’t die 

and Tissington revived the custom in 1349. A service of thanksgiving for 

clean water is celebrated on Ascension Day(21 May, 2009 this year) At 

the service clergy and congregation visit each well and bless them in turn. 

Wooden boards are put in the local river to soak for a few days. Wet clay  
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is pressed on to the boards, 
and pictures are outlined on 
the clay (usually biblical). 
The boards are decorated 
with petals, leaves, flowers 
or berries. Dressing the well 
can take a team of people 
up to a week, and the 
decoration will last about 
another week before the clay 
dries out and cracks, then 
the flowers fade. 
 

Jackie Neilson 

Well dressing 
- Tissington 

Children’s well dressing 
- Tissington 
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Doctor, doctor…! 
 
Q: Doctor, I've heard that cardiovascular exercise can prolong life. Is this 
true? 
A: Your heart is only good for so many beats, and that's it… don't waste 
them on exercise. Everything wears out eventually. Speeding up your 
heart will not make you live longer; that's like saying you can extend the 
life of your car by driving it faster. Want to live longer? Take a nap. 
 

Q: Should I cut down on meat and eat more fruits and vegetables? 
A: You must grasp logistical efficiencies. What does a cow eat? Hay and 
corn. And what are these? Vegetables. So a steak is nothing more than 
an efficient mechanism of delivering vegetables to your system. Need 
grain? Eat chicken. Beef is also a good source of field grass (green leafy 
vegetable). And a pork chop can give you 100% of your recommended 
daily allowance of vegetable products. 
 

Q: Should I reduce my alcohol intake? 
A: No, not at all. Wine is made from fruit. Brandy is distilled wine; that 
means they take the water out of the fruity bit so you get even more of the 
goodness that way. Beer is also made out of grain. Bottoms up! 
 

Q: How can I calculate my body/fat ratio? 
A: Well, if you have a body and you have fat, your ratio is one to one. If 
you have two bodies, your ratio is two to one, etc. 
 

Q: What are some of the advantages of participating in a regular exercise 
programme? 
A: Can't think of a single one, sorry. My philosophy is “No Pain...Good!” 
 

Q: Aren't fried foods bad for you? 
A: YOU'RE NOT LISTENING!!! ... Foods are fried these days in vegetable 
oil. In fact, they're permeated in it. How could getting more vegetables be 
bad for you? 
 

Q: Will sit-ups help prevent me from getting a little soft around the middle? 
A: Definitely not! When you exercise a muscle, it gets bigger. You should 
only be doing sit-ups if you want a bigger stomach. 
 

Q: Is chocolate bad for me? 
A: Are you crazy? HELLO! Cocoa beans! Another vegetable!!! It's the 
best feel-good food around! 
 

Q: Is swimming good for your figure? 
A: If swimming is good for your figure, explain whales to me. 
 

Q: Is getting in-shape important for my lifestyle? 
A: Hey! 'Round' is a shape! 
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Penn Poets 
 

 At our Penn Poets meetings Val sometimes challenges us to write 

in various styles - a challenge I rarely take up! However, on the train from 

Oban to Glasgow, after an emotional five days spent living and working in 

community on the island of Iona, I was moved to have a go at iambic pentameter! 
 

Easter on Iona 2009 
 

Iona, where the sand is clean and white, 

An island girt with turquoise, crystal sea. 

From heavy cross to resurrection joy 

I walked with Jesus on his lonely path. 

Now time to leave your cloistered life behind, 

A tiny part of you still in my heart. 
 

Lesley Cook 

 

Rogationtide 
 

 Rogationtide consists of Rogation Sunday on the fifth Sunday after 

Easter (17 May this year), and the three following  days leading up to Ascension 

Day (on Thursday 21 May this year). These days were days of penitence 

and abstinence, and to ask God to bless the new crops and keep them 

free from disease. The Major Rogation day used to be 25 April, but this 

now falls outside Rogationtide. 
 

 During this time the practice grew up of Beating the Bounds of the 

Parish. Since this originated in mediaeval times when parishioners were 

illiterate it was a good way to help them remember where the boundaries 

lay in the parish. 
 

 In villages on the coast fish was the main produce and services 

were held at harbours to seek God’s blessing for the fishermen and their 

harvest from the sea. 
 

 On Rogation Sunday a service is still held at the harbour at Brixham. 
 

Jackie Neilson 
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Getting old is no bad thing…! 
 

Reporters interviewing a 104-year-old woman: 'And what do you think is 

the best thing about being 104?' the reporter asked. She simply replied, 

'No peer pressure!' 
 

The nice thing about being senile is you can hide your own Easter eggs! 
 

I've sure gotten old! I've had two bypass surgeries, a hip replacement, 

new knees, fought prostate cancer and diabetes, I'm half blind, can't hear 

anything quieter than a jet engine, take 40 different medications that 

make me dizzy, winded, and subject to blackouts. Have bouts with de-

mentia. Have poor circulation; hardly feel my hands and feet anymore. 

Can't remember if I'm 85 or 92. Have lost all my friends. But, thank God, I 

still have my driver's license! 
 

I feel like my body has gotten totally out of shape, so I got my doctor's 

permission to join a fitness club and start exercising. I decided to take an 

aerobics class for seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down, 

and perspired for an hour. But, by the time I got my leotard on, the class 

was over! 
 

Do you know how to prevent sagging? Just eat till the wrinkles fill out! 

 

The Senility Prayer 
 

Grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked anyway, 

The good fortune to run into the ones I do, 

And the eyesight to tell the difference! 

Your time - look for ways to help those who cannot help themselves. 
 

Your love - give love freely to those who need it most and deserve it 
least. 
 

Your life - your life was a gift to you from God; make it a gift from God to 
others. 
 

Your Lord - Jesus is the greatest gift of all. Introduce him to a friend. 
 

Anon 
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May you always have positive thoughts 
 

May every day of your life bring you fresh hopes for tomorrow - 

because hope gives all of us our reason for trying. 

 

May each new day bring a feeling of excitements, joy, 

and a wonderful sense of expectation. 

Expect the best, and you’ll get it. 

 

May you find peace in simple things, 

because those are the ones that will always be there. 

 

May you remember the good times and forget the sorrow and pain, 

for the good times will remind you of how special your life has been. 

 

May you experience all the good things in life - 

the happiness of realising your dreams, 

the joy of feeling worthwhile, 

and the satisfaction of knowing you’ve succeeded. 

 

May you find warmth in others, 

expression of love and kindness, 

smiles that encourage you, 

and friends who are loyal and honest. 

 

May you realise the importance of patience 

and accept others for what they are. 

With understanding and love you’ll find the good in every heart. 

 

May you have faith in others and the ability to be vulnerable. 

Open your heart and really share the miracle of love and intimacy. 

 

Above all, may you always have positive thoughts. 
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Coast to Coast Run 

7am, Saturday 23 May – 8.30am, Sunday 24 May 
 

 I wrote in the last Triangle about a group of 10 pupils from 

Wolverhampton Grammar School who were training for a 24 hour relay 

running from St. Bees Head in Cumbria (near Whitehaven) to Robin Hood 

Bay in North Yorkshire not far from Whitby. The total mileage was 192 

and we felt every one of those miles. 
 

 I started the run just after 7am on the Saturday morning in the rain 

and it was cloudy most of the day. We know that it was a beautiful hot and 

sunny day in Wolverhampton but we were glad of the cloud cover as it 

would have been even more difficult in hot weather. Each runner ran for 

30 minutes and passed the school tie to the next person. A mini bus was 

behind us with flashing lights and at all times there was either another 

runner or someone on a bike alongside. 
 

 We arrived in Robin Hood Bay at about 8.30am the next morning 

and all of us ran into the village together. The parents, my grandparents 

and all of the supporters had decorated the tiny harbour with bunting and 

they had party poppers and balloons. It was great. 
 

 We then had breakfast in a small café. That was the first decent 

food we had had for 24 hours as we were eating cold pasta and drinks to 

keep us going. 
 

 Our team have been fundraising in all sorts of ways from cake 

sales to general sponsorship. House of Fraser, Blakemore cash and carry 

and Ron Flowers sports shops all helped out. My individual fundraising 

amount is just over £1,000 so I would like to say a big thank you to all 

those who have contributed to this total. I will let you know the group total 

when I know but I expect it will be the summer holidays before the actual 

total is known. Half of the money is going to the Midlands Air Ambulance 

and the other half to the Lymphoma Research Trust which, as the name 

suggests, is trying to find a cure for this form of cancer. 
 

 We each learned a lot about ourselves during training and on the 

run. I became good friends with people I would otherwise not have come 

to know. 
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 As I got out of the minibus for a run at 2.30am I asked myself what 

on earth was I doing and what had possessed me to have a trial for the 

team in the first place. At the end of the run I was exhausted and elated. I 

really enjoyed the Coast to Coast experience and I am glad I was given 

the opportunity. 
 

Fiona Jones - Springdale 

 

1953 A year to remember 
 

Springdale Church was opened in 1953. What happened in that year? 
 

January - General Dwight D. Eisenhower was the new President of the 

United States. 
 

February - Very severe weather, winds and high tides, lashed the east 

coast from Lincolnshire to Kent, leaving 280 people dead, many missing 

and thousands homeless. 
 

March - Leader of The Soviet Union Joseph Stalin died, aged 74. 
 

May - Two members of John  Hunt’s  .expedition  reached Everest a few 

days before the Coronation, they were, of course, Edmund Hilary and 

Sherpa, Tensing Norgay. 
 

June - On 2
 
June Queen Elizabeth II was crowned at Westminster Abbey. 

 

November - The first live series of “Have a go” with Wilfred Pickles was 

broadcast. 
 

December - The mildest  December temperatures for 20 years recorded. 

Smog (a mix of fog and smoke) caused plants to wilt at Kew Gardens. 
 

Also in this year... 

Dr. Jonas Salk developed a vaccine against polio which was successfully 

tested on adults and children. 
 

Blackpool beat Bolton 3-1. It was hailed as “The Matthews Final” due to 

the skills of Stanley Matthews in this dramatic F.A. Cup Final. 
 

Kathleen Ferrier - opera singer, Sergei Prokofiev - composer, Hillaire Belloc - 

poet, and Dylan Thomas - poet all died this year. 
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Brains of Britain 
 

Beg, Borrow or Steal 

Jamie Theakston: Where do you think Cambridge University is? 

Contestant: Geography isn't my strong point. 

Jamie Theakston: There's a clue in the title. 

Contestant: Leicester? 
 

BBC Norfolk 

Stewart White: Who had a worldwide hit with “What A Wonderful World”? 

Contestant: I don't know. 

Stewart White: I'll give you some clues: what do you call the part between 

your hand and your elbow? 

Contestant: Arm. 

Stewart White: Correct. And if you're not weak, you're...?  

Contestant: Strong. 

Stewart White: Correct - and what was Lord Mountbatten's first name? 

Contestant: Louis 

Stewart White: Well, there we are then. So who had a worldwide hit with 

the song “What A Wonderful World”?  

Contestant: Frank Sinatra? 
 

Late Show 

Alex Trelinski: What is the capital of Italy? 

Contestant: France. 

Trelinski: France is another country. Try again. 

Contestant: Oh, um, Benidorm. 

Trelinski: Wrong, sorry, let's try another question. In which country is the 

Parthenon? 

Contestant: Sorry, I don't know. 

Trelinski: Just guess a country then. 

Contestant: Paris. 
 

Chris Searle Show 

Chris Searle: In which European country is Mount Etna? 

Caller: Japan. 

Chris Searle: I did say which European country, so in case you didn't hear 

that, I can let you try again. 

Caller: Er ... Mexico ? 
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University Challenge 

Bamber Gascoyne: What was Gandhi's first name? 

Contestant: Goosey? 
 

GWR FM 

Presenter: What happened in Dallas on November 22, 1963? 

Contestant: I don't know, I wasn't watching it then. 
 

Phil Wood Show 

Phil: What's 11 squared? 

Contestant: I don't know. 

Phil: I'll give you a clue. It's two ones with a two in the middle. 

Contestant: Is it five? 
 

Lincs FM phone in 

Presenter: Which is the largest Spanish-speaking country in the world? 

Contestant: Barcelona. 

Presenter: I was really after the name of a country. 

Contestant: I'm sorry, I don't know the names of any countries in Spain. 
 

Rock FM 

Presenter: Name a film starring Bob Hoskins that is also the name of a 

famous painting by Leonardo da Vinci.  

Contestant: Who Framed Roger Rabbit?  
 

James O'Brien Show 

James O'Brien: How many kings of England have been called Henry? 

Contestant: Er, well, I know there was a Henry the Eighth ... Er. Er ... 

Three? 
 

Paul Wappat 

Paul Wappat: How long did the Six-Day War between Egypt and Israel 

last?  

Contestant (long pause): Fourteen days? 
 

Daryl Denham’s Drivetime 

Daryl Denham: In which country would you spend shekels? 

Contestant: Holland? 

Daryl Denham: Try the next letter of the alphabet. 

Contestant: Iceland? Ireland ? 

Daryl Denham: (helpfully) It's a bad line. Did you say Israel ? 

Contestant: No. 
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A trip to Birmingham - 5 May, 2009 
 

 On Saturday 2 May we visited Birmingham city centre. As it was 

pleasant weather (warm, sunny, dry and blue sky) Ken and I decided to 

go by public transport. 
 

 We walked over “The Woodlands” to catch the bus. The trees along 

the path were looking lovely with lots of white scented blossom, although 

quite a lot had been blown off in the last few days with the wind. It looked 

like snow along the path. The Penn Road looked pretty spectacular with 

all the mature trees along the road to the city centre - all different shapes 

and shades, of fresh, new green leaves. I don’t suppose lots of people 

take a real look and appreciate this wonder of nature. 
 

 It was a pleasant experience on the Metro, passing  through industrial 

and residential areas. The view softened and looked its best with trees 

and shrubs dressed in their new spring green, waving in the breeze; 

dandelions and bluebells giving splashes of colour, with may and hawthorn 

blossom. I also enjoyed watching people getting on and off the tram, and 

seeing the “clippie” punch the tickets and give the change. It was good to 

see driver and conductor on public transport again, just like it was during 

our childhood. 
 

 We strolled through Birmingham city centre to the Museum and Art 

Gallery to visit the David Cox Exhibition. He was a prolific water-colourist 

and landscape painter, and was born in Birmingham (1783-1859). A large 

selection of over 130 exhibits were on display, including sketches and oils 

showing the weather in all its moods, and aptly called Sun, Wind and 

Rain. You could almost feel the wind blowing when looking at the main 

picture advertising the event. 
 

 Lots of the pictures had dark brooding skies but the delight of a sky-

lark on the wing in a beautiful clear blue sky was wonderful (The Skylark in 

oil,1849). A look of sheer wonder on the faces of children and adults alike.  

David Cox captured immediacy and freshness in his rural and coastal 

landscapes. His most celebrated work includes Crossing the Sands 

(1848), the painting capturing the convoy of people, horses and possessions 

trekking across Morecambe Bay, their clothes hugging their human forms, 

heads bowed into the wind - very atmospheric. Sun, Wind and Rain 

(1845) shows a typical stormy day with rain pouring down, trees windswept,  
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and a patch of blue sky over the way giving hope of better weather coming. A 

large picture of George IV Embarking for Scotland from Greenwich (1823) 

on a lovely bright sunny day - lots of  wonderful light showing eager  faces 

of people witnessing the event, a calm sea and colourful flags, and detail 

of a fine boat. Windermere during the Regatta (1832) was a wonderful 

period picture. A fine water’s edge location, grand terrace view from a 

mansion house, ladies in sweeping satin gowns, gentleman in morning 

suits, and delightful children playing around. Again, wonderful detail on a 

sunny day, with a touch of humour. An elderly waiter juggling a tray of 

drinks across the terrace completed the picture for me. 
 

 There were a few portraits, also some architectural views, one of 

note Westminster from Lambeth (1813) - a yellow, grey, hazy picture. It 

was atmospheric, reminding us of the smogs of London centuries before. 

Birmingham Horse Fair (1840’s) is another well-known picture, capturing 

horses of all colours huddled together awaiting their fate. But that skylark, 

was something else. 
 

 The afternoon was rounded off nicely with afternoon tea in the Edwardian 

Tea Room before our journey back to Snow Hill Station. En-route we 

passed St. Philip’s Cathedral with a lovely oasis of green around it in the 

city centre. A choir was practicing as I peeped in, a café, with some people, at 

the rear of the cathedral, and some wonderful stained glass windows - 

vibrant red (Burne-Jones). What a way to end the afternoon, before our 

journey home to Wolverhampton. 
 

Jackie Neilson 

Springdale Church Summer Fair 

Saturday 20 June 

12 noon - 2pm 
 

Crafts, Games, Books, toys, cakes,  

White Elephant, Refreshments 

Raffle, & plenty more! 
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World Church Fund 

(formerly the Methodist Missionary Society) 
 

 Since its foundation in 1953 the fellowship at Springdale has been 

known for its generosity in very many ways. In this time of financial uncer-

tainty I am aware that people still give generously to various aspects of 

our church family life and indeed to charities and events in the general 

community. 
 

 Our Methodist church is working in all parts of the world often in 

areas of great need and danger. At the present time we collect on aver-

age £300 a year for World Church Fund (WCF) and we have been looking 

at ways to increase this amount. If we could encourage one hundred peo-

ple to give £5 each, any time in the year between August 2009 and Au-

gust 2010 thus raising £500, it would be a substantial increase without 

asking too much on any individual’s purse strings. 
 

COULD YOU BECOME ONE OF THE HUNDRED? 
 

 So far we have twenty-five names on the list, ages 2 years to 89 

years! 
 

PLEASE BECOME ONE OF THE HUNDRED here at Springdale. 
 

 Even in “credit crunch” times we still have much compared with 

others in our world who have so little. It would be terrific to achieve the 

100 names before World Church Sunday on 22 November. 
 

 Please contact Judy Staley or a steward. 

If I have brought a gleam of light to cheer a darkened day, 
If I have held out a friendly hand to help along the way. 
Then in these acts of kindness done it is not me you see, 
But glimpses of that Loving One who chose to dwell in me. 

 

Found in a Christian newsletter 

Romans Chapter 8 -  
“In all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.” 
“If God is for us who can be against us?” 
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Summer Concert 
by Eleanor and Helen Cooper 

  

Saturday 4 July, 2009, 7.30pm 

Springdale Methodist Church, 

Warstones Road 

 

Come and join us for a pot pourri of 

music & song in aid of  the 

Development Fund at Springdale Methodist Church 

 

Programme to include pieces by Rutter, Mozart, 

Chaminade, Mendelssohn, Ravel and 

plenty of  “lighter options” besides! 

 

Tickets £4, students 18 years & under £2 

available from Helen or on the door 

Refreshments available 

If you don’t know us… 
Helen studied classical guitar and piano at the Royal 

College of Music; she also plays the tuba(!). Eleanor plays 
flute and piano; she also enjoys singing and studied 

tuned percussion for a few years! She, too, hopes to study 
music when she leaves school. 
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Lucy’s Story 
 
 As the lights went down and the applause began to fade, Lucy 

nervously stepped out onto the stage. Her breath grew tight and her 

hands trembled as she peered out into the empty darkness. 
 

 As a bright light flashed in front of her, Lucy knew she’d be ok; her 

new mummy was there with her favourite pink flashing teddy bear. Right 

in the front row. 
 

 There was no need to be nervous anymore. 
 

 This was an amazing achievement for Lucy. 

When we met her a few years ago, she was very 

vulnerable from having been neglected by her birth 

family. When she arrived to live with Jane - and her 

new sister Sarah - she found the loving and secure family she’d been 

dreaming of. 
 

 Each year, Action for Children find families for children that need to be 

adopted. We start by making sure the parents are suitable and stay with 

the families right through the process of adoption - to offer support to both 

the parent(s) and child over the next few years, or for as long as it takes. 

Riddle answers from page 9 
 
1. The third room. Lions that haven't eaten in three years are dead.  
 
2. The woman was a photographer. She shot a picture of her husband, 
developed it, and hung it up to dry (shot; held under water; and hung). 
 
3. Charcoal, as it is used in barbecuing. 
 
4. Sure you can name three consecutive days, yesterday, today, and tomorrow! 
 
5. The letter e, which is the most common letter used in the English language, 
does not appear even once in the paragraph. 
 
How did you do? Don't worry 2 is average!!! 
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Penn Local History Fair 2009 
 

 Will be held at Penn United Reformed Church, Penn Road on 
 

Friday 19 June  10am - 8pm 

Saturday 20 June 9am - 4pm 
 

This popular event will again this year have lots to interest everyone. 
 

New exhibits will include medical equipment, Staffs & Worcs Canal Society, 

police memorabilia, bodging, Wolverhampton Football Referees Association, 

local radio manufacturers, 1870-1880s paintings and, on Friday only, 

Lady Wulfruna (fairground organ) in all her glory. 
 

There will also be old favourites. Displays of Wolverhampton town centre 

and surrounding areas including Wombourne and Penn Common, local 

factories, schools and churches including St Philips 150th Anniversary 

Exhibition, and much more. 
 

Light refreshments will be available. 
 

Admission free although donations gratefully received 

to be shared equally between 

Penn Support Group for Compton Hospice and Penn URC. 

He Understands 
 

How often have you felt upset 
And so full of despair? 

You try but somehow can’t forget 
The worry and the care. 

Sit quietly, lay down your task, 
Just close your eyes and rest, 
He listens if we would but ask 
And knows what is the best. 

Just open up your heart and mind, 
Give to Him with both hands, 

He’ll take the heavy load, you’ll find, 
Because He understands. 
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Deadline for the next edition of Triangle is 

Sunday 6 September. 
Please would all stewards, pastoral secretaries, 
etc., etc. make a note in their diaries so as not to 

miss this deadline. Thank you. 
 

Remember! No photocopies! Please check copyright and 
gain permission where necessary! Email if you can - it 
makes things so much easier! Thanks! 
 

Please hand in your articles directly, or via your stewards, to 
Helen Cooper. Alternatively, follow the link on the Springdale 
website in the “contacts” section (www.springdalechurch.org.uk) 
or just email to triangle[at]springdalechurch.org.uk 

The Lord is my Pacesetter 
The Lord is my pacesetter, I shall not rush. He makes me stop and rest at 

intervals. He provides me with images of stillness to restore my serenity. 

He leads me into the way of efficiency to calm my mind,  

and his guidance is peace. 

Even though I have a great many things to accomplish this day, 

I will not fret for his presence is with me. 

His timeliness, his all importance will keep me in balance. 

He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of my activity, 

anointing my head with the oil of tranquillity. 

My cup of joyous energy overflows. Surely harmony and effectiveness 

shall be the fruits of my hours? For I shall walk in the pace of my Lord 

and dwell in his heaven for ever. 
 

Author unknown 


